
Message from Robin+ 

I have to say that I think my most favorite service of all since I have been with you at 
Christ and Grace was our service on Pentecost Sunday. In this beautiful service our  
amazing youth shared the Acts Narrative with us, inviting us all to participate in the story. 
Our choir ushered us into God’s presence with their glorious music and beautiful blessing 
(“The Lord bless you and keep you” by John Rutter).  We recognized our graduating  
seniors and our Sunday School Volunteers and then celebrated the end of our program 
year with a picnic in the Pavilion. In trying to put into words what it was about this day 
that made it my favorite, I have realized two things.  First, that it takes every one of us to 
make church happen. Secondly, that what we do here is vitally important for our children 
and youth.  

Sometimes we get busy in our lives and it’s hard to make room for church.  We           
rationalize that since we are not “scheduled” to serve on Sunday that it’s okay to miss 
church, and that we won’t be missed. I would challenge us all that even if we are not   
essential personnel on a particular Sunday, we are always part of the community and     
are missed when we are not here.  Additionally I would challenge that worship is not all 
about us. We may not have a task on a Sunday, but maybe God has a word for us, or   
perhaps our presence is a blessing to someone else when we stop to ask how they are, or 
if we can help them care for their loved one who is struggling. Every Sunday I hear these 
kinds of conversations going on, so maybe it’s helpful to remember that even if you are 
not scheduled on the church calendar, you might be scheduled on God’s calendar, to be an 
answer to prayer for someone or to hear God speaking to you in worship or fellowship 
with one another. 

And this leads to my second thought about what I experienced on Pentecost Sunday. 
What we do here, scheduled or not, is of greatest importance to our children, those who 
will one day be the leaders of our church. Nurturing them in the faith is everyone’s     
vocation.  Each time we baptize someone (infant or adult) we are asked as a congregation, 
“Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their 
life in Christ?” (Book of Common Prayer, page 303).  This is a vow we honor each time 
we volunteer to support our children and youth.  We know we have done this when we 
see them leading us in worship, serving as acolytes, helping others with outreach projects, 
or returning from college and making a choice to sing in the choir. 

Whether or not you think you have the gifts and skills needed to welcome and guide our 
children, I would encourage you to volunteer in some way. Because truly, the most     
essential thing we can do is to love them and everything else will fall into place. When we 
have children in our midst we will be blessed and see God at work in new ways. When 
children are in worship with us we want to welcome them and teach them how to wor-
ship, all the while allowing them to be children.  They won’t always sit still, or use their 

inside voices, or respond in the liturgy at the appropriate time. But when we welcome 
them among us, we are teaching them about love and forgiveness even as we are learning 
from them about patience, yes, but also about joy and wonder! 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”  So come to church to teach and to learn, even 
if you aren’t on the schedule, because we are all children of God and it’s together that we 
begin to live into the kingdom of heaven. 
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BAPTISM SUNDAY, 
JULY 29 

Two of our families 
have members that will 
be baptized on the 5th  

Sunday in July during the 9:30 ser-
vice.  If any member of your family 
would be interested in Baptism, 
please call and make an appointment 
to meet with Robin. 

 

SUMMER CONVERSATIONS 

One of my goals this summer is to schedule conversations with parishioners to hear about 
your hopes for Christ and Grace, where God might be working in your life, or just to get 
to know you better.  I also want to hear from ministry leaders about the 
many ministries that happen here. What is working well, where do you 
need more support, and what would you like to do next?  We can meet 
here at church, I can visit you at home, or we can have a conversation 
over coffee or lunch out in the community.  Give me a call and we will 
get on God’s calendar. 
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CONSIDER CAMP CHANCO 
 

Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles,   Godparents: Do you  
know a special child who would enjoy going to Camp Chanco 
for summer camp?  Reservations are currently being taken for 
children 8-18.  Visit www.chanco.org.   

CLAIRE’S CORNER  

As we transition into summer, our formal Sunday 
School for all ages disengages from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day.  It is a great time to bathe in 
the season and spend sometime in the wonder.   
During the 9:30 worship time this summer, I would 
like to invite our children and youth and adults      
to come to Worship with Wonder.  Come each  
Sunday asking the question, I wonder what God is 

up to today? Where do I see, touch, hear, or feel God’s presence?  

I will explore these questions with our little ones (ages 2-11) by 
taking them out during the sermon/prayer time on Sundays.  Our 
youth and adults can ponder these questions too as they  listen   
to the gospel reading, sermon and prayers of the people.   The 
children will return in time to share the Peace and receive     
communion/blessing. Hopefully your family will be lead to   
engage in a conversation about your worship experience . 

In addition, I want to invite any adults to join together on 
Wednesday afternoons to share our own Spirit-filled moments 
followed by an activity. In our sharing we will see where the 
Spirit leads us.  We might take a walk, paint or color, bake  
cookies, do a craft, sing songs, etc.  We will let our wonder lead 
us.    

My plan is to begin on Wednesday June 20th from 2-4 p.m. and 

go through July 25th (not meeting on July 4th).  This will 
give us five weeks together.  No telling how we might be          
inspired!   

So, no matter where you find yourself on Sunday morning or any 
other day of the week this summer, practice asking yourself the 
question, “What is God up to in my life?”  I wonder!! 

  PROJECT PARTICIPATION NEEDED        
FOR OUR PETERSBURG SCHOOLS,     

HOPE CENTER & GARDEN 

PETERSBURG TEACHER SUPPLY CLOSET 2018—19            
A collection box for School supplies has been placed in 
Lackey Hall to provide supplies to our  Petersburg school 
teachers.  This collection will be donated to the free store 
located on the second floor of the Blandford Academy, 816 
E. Bank Street.  This is sponsored by the Petersburg Chamber 
of Commerce and staffed by the Petersburg Alumnae Chapter 
of Delta Sigma Theta.   Teachers love having a store where 
they can select free items for their classroom and students. 
New teachers are given first choice during teacher work 
weeks in August. The store remains open 2 days each month 
during the school year. 

Suggested items: Clorox wipes, hand wipes, Kleenex,      
construction paper, color copy paper, children’s scissors, 
colored pencils, glue sticks, pencils, dry erase markers, index 
cards, eraser pens, pencil erasers, chalk, clear packing tape, 
plastic tubs/boxes (any size), packs of awards (student of the 
week, etc.)   Gently used items or opened packages are          
welcomed.   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO PAINT PETERSBURG H.S. 
Plans are underway to join forces with the area Rotary Clubs   
to paint the high school during mid-late June.  Debbie     
Newman will update us with dates/jobs as soon as            
information is available. 

JOIN VALERIE JETER AND TEAM to prepare and serve 
lunch at the HOPE Center on July 11 and 23.  If would like to 
participate call or text Valerie @ (804)516-3442.  The more 
folks, the more fun! 

OUTREACH GARDEN IS PLANTED AND GROWING       
It won’t be long before weeding, watering, picking and           
delivering to the HOPE Center will be needed.  Contact   
Debbie & Ken Newman if you would be willing to take  
on a turn or two!  Call or text Debbie at (804) 691-8153. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES 

Lexie Ellis, daughter  of Gary and Samantha Ellis, graduated from  Dinwiddie County High School with 
distinguished honor roll, National Honor Society, and 4 year varsity girls tennis.  She will be attending James 
Madison University.  

Moses Musazi,  son of Joyce Nakito and Buagu Musazi, graduated from Thomas Dale High School.  He will 
be attending Morgan State University in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Paige Whitley, daughter  of Kevin and Allison Whitley, graduated from Colonial Heights High School.  She 
will be attending Longwood College. 

Brianna Robin Briggs, granddaughter of Mac and Robin Briggs, graduated from Prince George High School  She will be attending         
Meredith College.   
 
Lily Walker, granddaughter of Gene and Claire Brill, graduated from Dominion High School, Louden County, VA.  She will be 
attending Trine University in Angola, Indiana. 

COLLEGE 

Jake Elder, son of Tommie and Sonyia Elder, grandson of Ronnie Elder,  received a Master  of Urban and Regional       
Planning Degree from the L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs at Virginia Commonwealth University.  

Nick Donnelly, son of Jim and Jill Donnelly, r eceived  a Bachelor  of Science in Psychology from Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 

Hannah Hardy, daughter  of Vince and Cindi Hardy, r eceived a Bachelor  of Science in Education in Kinesiology with     
Intermediate Honors, Order of the Orange Stole from the University of Virginia. 
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10  11 noon  DCU    
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12 
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13 14 
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Meeting 
147:30 Bible St.                
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15 16  8:00 am 
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18                       
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7 pm AA Mtg.  
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Christ and Grace Church 

1545 South Sycamore St. 

Petersburg, VA  23805 

Address  Services  Requested 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Staff 

The Rev. Robin Teasley, Rector 

Claire Brill, Lay Assistant 

Jill Donnelly, Parish Secretary 

Marwee Walsh, Kitchen Coordinator 

Greg Gwaltney, Property Administrator 

James Harris, Sexton 

Contact  the Church 

Phone: 804-733-7202 

Fax: 804-861-1521 

Web site: www.christandgrace.org 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday, 9 - 1 p.m. 

Friday, 9:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

The Church News is published monthly, 
Sept.—June.   

Deadline is the 15th of each month. 
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A Queen Anne table has been given to Christ and Grace in 
memory of William Goode Beville.  It is located  in the hallway 
upon entering Lackey Hall. 

Gene and Claire Brill have a new granddaughter , Sophie 
Mae Brill, who was born to Scott and Sarah Brill on May 4, 
2018.   

Men’s Breakfast will continue through the summer.  Plans are 
for June 16, July 28 and August 18 at 8:00 am in Lackey Hall.  
All men of the church are invited.. 

The Zeller Scholarship has been awarded for a second time to 
Anaisha Ramzey, a 2017 graduate of Petersburg High School, 
who is continuing her studies at Old Dominion University.  

 

NEEDED ITEMS FOR JACKSON-FEILD CHILDREN   

For years the ages of majority of the children served by              
Jackson-Field has been 15-18 years old. A recent and  growing 
trend is the placement of children ages 11-14.  Consequently, 
Jackson-Feild is in need of "gently used" items for younger 
children. Their wish list includes age appropriate books 
(mysteries, adventure, Harry Potter, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, 
The Hunger Games, Fangirl, Ask the Passenger etc.) comic 
books, magazines (Teen, Sports Illustrated), art supplies, board 
games, puzzles, toys and sporting goods.   

 A box located in Lackey Hall will be placed for your donations 
or if you would like further details you can contact the             
Development Office at 804-354-6929 or email                    
tbalsbaugh@jacksonfeild.org. 

This is our Mission Statement and we see it on our website and in 
our bulletins each Sunday. 

One of the first and most important ways we practice  hospitality is 
on Sunday mornings during worship. As we welcome visitors and 
provide assistance to all who are there to worship we are offering 
hospitality and living out part of our Mission Statement. 

Ushers are essential in our ministry of hospitality and this fall we 
will be offering you the opportunity to serve as an usher, along 
with a Vestry member each week.  There will be training and those          
serving will be scheduled once a month  (or less depending on           
number of ushers) for the 10:30 AM service. 

If you are looking for a new ministry, please contact any Vestry 
member or Robin+ for more information or to sign up. Details on 
training and scheduling will be announced later this summer.  

Watch for more ideas for ways you can help Christ & Grace live 
out our Mission Statement 

mailto:tbalsbaugh@jacksonfeild.org

